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PROMOTION OF A TOURIST 
DESTINATION

CREATING A STORYTELLING



INFLUENCE OF THE VIRTUAL WORLD IN SUBSTRUCTURES OF THE 
PALACE IN SPALATO WITH TABLINUM AND CRIPTOPORTICUS APPROACH 

TO THE EMPEROR’S TRICLINIUM AND CHAMBERS

touristic valorization of roman heritage



Once upon a 
timeOnce upon a time there was a boy who

had a dream to built a palace in the bay of 
his childhood..... 

Warning: Storytelling is FACTION ( facts + 
fiction together)





WHITBY - ENGLAND





HOW TO MAKE A STORY THAT 
CAN REVIVE THE PAST

1 Chronology should be the skeleton 
of the tale

   2 Find all written legends

   3 Get rid of everything that can 
harm your hero

   4 Add to the recipe a bit of love, a 
bit of fun and a bit of horror

   5. Mix it with care



Chronology: Diocles was born in Salona and Salona was once the capital 
of Roman region Dalmatia with 60.000 inhabitants.

Salona was „little Rome”. He was born....died, the palace was built... 
Tetrarhy.....



 Existing Legend:
At Carnuntum people begged Diocletian 
to return to the throne, to resolve the 
conflicts that had arisen through 
Constantine's rise to power and 
Maxentius' usurpation. Diocletian's 
reply: "If you could show the cabbage 
that I planted with my own hands to 
your emperor, he definitely wouldn't 
dare suggest that I replace the peace and 
happiness of this place with the storms 
of a never-satisfied greed."



A PROPHECY FULFILLED
It seems that a northern priestess had once foretold that 

Diocletian would gain the Roman throne when he had "killed 
the boar." Now the emperor Numerian who came before 

Diocletian was murdered by a burly soldier named Aper, a 
Latin word meaning "boar." So, Diocletian wishing to punish 
the murderer for his crime, struck Aper down with his own 

hand.
His soldiers were familiar with the prophecy of the priestess, 

and they now cried that he would surely gain the throne, 
because he had killed the Boar. True enough, Diocletian's 
only rival was soon slain, and he was declared emperor by 

all the Romans.



Split is a unique archeological site that is not a graveyard but 
a living monument

In storytelling there is no ”this was never proved”



So, let’s start from the begining: Let’s add a bit of love, fun 
and... 
When he was 20 years old.....in Aspalathos bay....



Diocletian has to kill the fatal boar to 
become the emperor of the Roman 

empire. 



Numerian



So he killed the fatal boar !
And he became the emperor of the Roman 

empire



So, let’s make a big welcome party !
How about he met a girl ?







It was the reign of tetrarchs – four emperors. I master and God, Gaius Aurelius Valerius 
Diocletianus, PONTIFEX MAXIMUS, PIUS, FELIX, INVICTUS, PATER PATRIAE, IOVIUS.

I ruled the Orient with my wife Prisca.



Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maximianus
I greet you all, with my wife the empress Eutropia. I am the ruler of Italy and Rome



Galerius senior  with his wife Valeria Augusta, Diocletian’s daughter
I am the sword of the Empire. I am Redditor libertatis – restorer of freedom. I was the first to 
acknowledge the Christians in 311. The freedom of citizens has always been the backbone of 

the Roman state. I am the ruler of Greece



Gaius Flavius Valerius Constantinus with his wife Helen
The Illyrian legions have fought bravely in Britannia when we conquered Londonium.

I rule this very important province for our Empire in the Castrum Eburacum
We Romans have never gone into war for religious beliefs but solely for the conquering and 

politics. 



Diocletian was emperor of The Roman Empire so he was a ruler 
of Egypt.... So he was a Pharaoh...
Sphinx has a scar – make a story



Son of Constantius Clor was Constantin the Great 

and his mother was St. Helen. 











305 - 20th anniversary of Diocletian’s reign– 
he gave up his crown





















313 Constantine the Great – Proclamation 
of free choice of religion.



.

His body was never found.

Play Misty for me.







The traveller sees 
what he sees, the 

tourist sees what he 
has come to see !
Someone sees the 
palace someone 
sees the city!
But everyone 

listens to 
the story !



For the travellers and for the tourists 

SPLIT – PALACE
is 

THE LIVING MONUMENT



• Making stories is a part of city marketing and city 
image, and in our stories  we do hope that the 
traveller and the tourist will feel our city and

                                    SPLIT THE 
DIFFERENCE

Thank 

you


